Why This Blog 
Calvin Camppbell 


There are several reasons | do this blog. | believe all of us know dances that are lots of fun 
to dance. Many of these dances are fading away or are being danced in ways that were not 
intended by the author of the dance. Sometimes the dance is improved. Most of the time, the 
change in the dance does not improve the dance. This blog is the place for you to discover 
what | know about these dances. Most of that knowledge comes from the four leaders I’ve 
mentioned. There were many others. They also include readers and subscribers to this blog. 


| strongly believe that if we (collectively) fail to take the time to document these dances, 
they will disappear. Much of the original music has already disappeared or the sources for the 
recordings have become hard to find. 


We also live in a visual world. People read less than in the past. Instead, they surf the 
internet, This means we must find new ways to reach new dancers and new dance leaders. 


|, along with Ken Kernen and Bob Howell wrote, what we thought was, a comprehensive 
book named “Dancing for Busy People” in 1995. Most of the music we recommended in that 
book is no longer available. Part of the purpose of this blog is to research new suitable music. 
Part of the purpose of the blog is to let you know where to find the original music. 


The directions in “Dancing for Busy People” are accurate, but they are often 
misunderstood by the reader. The answer to this problem is to provide videos that show how 
the dances should look. Sometimes, | find videos that show variations of a dance that are 
interesting. | feel | need to share that knowledge. 


| have had the good fortune to have called for a long standing dance group that loves these 
kinds of dances. They are a performance group, so they have been taught how to dance with 
proper styling and accurate timing. They take pride in how they dance. Mrs. Shaw used to tell 
us, “it’s not now many dances, you know, it’s how well you dance the ones you do know.” 
When | feel they know a particular dance well enough, | video tape the dance and feature the 
dance on this blog. It’s my legacy and my tribute to the dance leaders | was fortunate enough 
to have for mentors. 


In a lot of ways, this blog is a hopeful gift to the future. I’ve spent a lot of time gathering 
books and records and | even established a collection at my alma mater at CSU in Colorado. | 
work with other leaders that are doing the same. None of our efforts will serve any purpose if 
we can’t get new leaders interested in teaching dancing. 


Blogs are one of the present ways new and aspiring leaders learn about dancing. YouTube 
is one of the main ways they research dances. Most of the videos on YouTube are of poor 
quality and danced by dancers with only a minimum amount of experience. What | hoped to 
establish was two channels on YouTube that featured better quality video and more 
experienced dancers. 


So far, these goals are coming along fine. You can access the channel for the Colorado 
Dancers by clicking here. This is the channel for performance groups and documents what 
and where they have danced. 


The second YouTube channel has some of the videos | have taken at the Beginner Dance 


Party Leaders Seminars at the CALLERLAB conventions over the past 16 years and other 
videos that relate to beginner dance parties and community dancing. The channel for these 
dances can be accessed by clicking here. You can subscribe to both of these channels and 
also to the blog. 


All this started from meeting and getting to work with Dorothy Stott Shaw for 17 years of my 
life. I'll talk about that in a later post. 


